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COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY =
DEPARTMENT FOR NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
BUREAU OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
DIVISION OF SANITARY ENGINEERING

) CENTURY PLAZA
1065 U.S. 127 BYPASS SOUTH
FRANKFORT, KENTUCKY 40601

MEMORANDUM

October 23, 1979

TO: Members of the Hazardous Waste Policy Task Force

FROM: Nick 6. Johnson, Director 763y
Division of Sanitary Engineering

SUBJECT: Addition to Case History -- A. L. Taylor Site
(valley of the Drums)

e —
@ /%L/_ b/‘L\ Julian M. Carroll

Governor

Attached, please find comments for possible.inclusion in the above subject
case history from Mr. Roger W. Conn, District Engineer. Mr. Conn, along with

Mr. Kenneth Howard of our Division, assisted two EPA Representatives from
Atlanta on their door to door survey of homes within one mile radius of the _

A. L. Taylor site to ascertain the sources of drinking water.
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cc: Jack A. Wilson
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COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY
DEPARTMENT FOR NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
BUREAU OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
DIVISION OF SANITARY ENGINEERING

CENTURY PLAZA
, 1065 U.S. 127 BYPASS SOUTH
FRANKFORT, KENTUCKY 40601

October 23, 1979

T0: Nick G. Johnson, Director Y
Division of Sanitary Engineering

FROH:}?AACRoger W. Conn, District Engineer

SUBJECT: Addition to Case History--A. L. Taylor Site
~(valley of the Drums)

After reviewing the case history of the Valley of the Drums (copy attached),
! have the following addition that you may wish to include: -

On January 22, 1979, representatives from EPA, Water Supply Branch, and
the Kentucky Division of Sanitary Engineering conducted a door to door
survey of the homes within a 1 mile radius of the A. L. Taylor site.
The purpose of the survey was to determine the location of any private
- water supplies within this -area. All homes within this area are served

by the Louisville Water Company except for 2 homes that have wells: —One = -+

well is located at a trailer near the junction of Highway 1020 and the
railroad tracks, approximately 1/2 mile from the dump site going towards
Brooks. The other well is located on a farm across Highway 1020 and
approximately 1/4 mile towards Brooks.
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A.L. TAYLOR SITE (VALLEY OF THE DRUMS) - CASE HISTORY

The A.L. Taylor site, commonly referred to as the Valley .of the Drums.,
is located a;pproximately % mile south of the Jefferson Co. - Bullitt Co.
line just off Park Rd. near Br;soks, Ky. Although the total acreage of the .
site comprises 15 - 20 acres, there were approximatgly 10 acres contéminated
and 1ittexéd with dnms. This Iacreage has since been reduced éomew;:xat as

a resuvlt cf the site .inventory and limited clean-up conducted in March .

of 1978.

The initial investigation of the A.L. Taylor site was made December 13,
1967. A joint investigation of open burning at the site was made by
representatives of the Solid Waste Program and Air Pollution Control Program. -

Industrial wastes were also observed lying over the a_.ﬁ_rea. At that time

Mr. Taylor stated that he had purchased more land and intended to operate

a sanitary landfill. Mc, Taylor was supplied with information on operating
a sanitary 1andf'ill-__ inother documented visit was made a little over a

" year laﬁer %Iwhich time it \-»:as noted that thé area continued to burn and
the si'té ﬁas in pooxr .co:-ndition. |

-In .‘1975,' the Di;ri;ion of. Water Quélit&_became invélved as the result v
of a complaint. Several ﬁspections of the site .made by Water Quality

pgrs;)miel betweeﬁ November 1975 and Apfil 1976 showed runoff f:fom ‘the site

| had produced an o'ily sheen and discoloration of nearby ‘Jilé;n éreék. On

one occasioﬂ, employees of A.L. Taylor' were o!;served pouring'liquids from

axums to#ard an .area t_.ahich drained toward Wilson creek approximately 50

ft. away. .. On February 5, 1979, the casé was submitted to the Office of

General Counsel by the Division of Water Quality for legal action. A

héaring date was set for April 23, 1976, however, neither Mr. Tavlor nor
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his teptesex_xtative appeai‘ed and a report was not rendered by the hearihg
" officer. - -

- An effort was made by the.Division of Hazardous Materials and Waste

Management in 'May 1977 to determine if the site was being used as a disposl
- site or, for storage puzposes only. The site was visitéd on May 23, 1977.

"+« The pr.esence of .15 000 - 20,000 drums, most of them empty, was noted and
ué_?
' though tnere was no ev:.dence of prlor burial, Mr. Taylor was or site and _

in the process of ch.gg:_ng a t.rench, supposedly, for the dlsposal of unsale-.
able drums, He was aga:m told that operation of such a dlsposal 51te
| required a permlt :Erom the DlVlSlOn. Mr. xaylor sald he would cease operat:Lon
and come, to Frankfort the next week to discuss obta:.n:.ng a permlt Mi‘.

Taylor came to. Frankfor: on Lay 25 1977 and discussed procedures for

P e

obta J_n:Lng a penm.t and :Lndlcated he would make appllcatlon- Appllcatlon

~ e e e ——— e _ . — - -

forx pernu.t was never _made by Mr.. Taylor. As consequence thereof _a
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recozmendatlon was made by field personnel that approprlate action be
initated by the Frankfort office.s A June 7, 1977 inspection showed no
activity at the site.

L\ridence that drums were being buried at the site was obtained- 1n .
: October, 1977. 2 certified letter was sent to Mr. Tai-rlor on Novembet 14,
) 1977, formally notifyi_ﬁg MI.- j‘aylor that he was operati_m-;.in violation of
ICRg 224.225 and KRS 224.880. He telephoned the next day requestdng'another' |
a.pplication form; .however,' no additional contact was made by Mr. Taylor to

discuss his intentions for the site nor was an application submitted.

A recommendatlon for legal action was made by f1e1d personnel as the
result of a November 17 1977, inspection. The :mspectlon revealed that the

trench conta;m.ng drums noted in an earller 1nspect10n, May 23, 1977 had




been filled and covered, as well as numerous léaki_ng drums which were

. 'o.bserved on the sur.“.ace. The case was officially' referred to the Office

»,
.

of General Counsel on November 30, 1977, by memorandum.

A xelated internal memo dated November 29, 1977 indicated that hazardous
. and flammable méterials from the Xy. Liquid Recycling, Inc. warehouse located

at 21st and Rowan Ave., louisville, had been transferred to the A.L. Taylor

site.

Moxre visits were made to the site in early December at which time the
industries marked on the drums were noted and contacted. ZXurfee Coatings
indicated t‘hey were under the impression Mr. Taylor operated a permitted

landfill and when informed Mr. Taylor was in fact operating an illegal site,
of_fe.red‘to pick up their drums and return them to the plant.

Although there 'appear_:gd. to be no further evidence of disposal operations

at the site, a February 22, 1978, inspection showed no improvement in Lhe —
condition of the site. ' Meanwhile, Mr. Taylor died in Februwary, 1978,

) l-eavi_ng the estate to his widow, Mrs. Nell Taylor.

e \ Strdng manoraﬁdm was written by field personnel .o-n-May 19, 1978,
.sta‘ting "aﬁ lobvious envir;bnm‘ental and public hea.lth hazara" exis‘-ted .and

| requested “immediate legal action be taken to restrain activity at this

- site and that additional legal éction be initiated to effect a complet-:'e
clean—u.p'of the disposal area". Large amounts of runoff and overf]..-ow from
.'par.ti.al:lf "filled drums and two large contaminated pqnd; had b_een. generated .

by heavy spring rains and had wound its way through the site into nearby

Wilson Creek.

Drum and water samples were taken by the Divison on Janunary 12, 1979,

and@ analyzed by Agriculture and State Police laboratories. Results showed
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contamination by several organic solvents - méthyl éthyl ketone, toluene.,
ethyl benzene, butyl alcohél, and xylér:e. Tests for chlorinéted pesticides,
hexachlor;:cyclopentadiene, and PCB résidues proved negative.

An adminj.strati\-re cémplai;xt was filed by the Department against Mrs.
Taylor on Januaxy 22, .1979, and a hearing date was set for February 21, ‘1979.
An amended compla..int against Mrs. Taylor, doing business as A.L. Taylor |
Drum Cleaning Service, -ix-'x'dividually as a represenfative of the A.L. Té.yllor
estate was served on Mart;ﬁ 21, 19;19 , at wbich tir;te the state presenﬁed‘its

case. An interim status report has since been issued by the bffice)l of )

General Counsel.

On Marxrch 2, 1979, the EPA Environmental Response Team responded to a

report that oil and other chemicals were entering Wilson Creek from the

- T ! . e

Taylox pro-perty- In a_ccoréaﬁce with Section 311 of the Federal Water_.
l;pllution Control Act, Qil and Hazardous MateriaIs,—inc:were—’contraéted—“f':flf‘—-f“——'*‘
by EPA to control contamination from. the site. An underflow dam was con- |
structed on Wil;son Creek, in an attempt to contain-. contaminants. A pond
was a{éaira{ted at the lower end of the site to catch runoff froﬁ ditches_ and
t.rén?:hes dt:;g to divert surface water. Aeration uni*t;s were placed in the
cr;aek. A fili:'ratit-an system was also installed to treat discharge from the
catch pond. A 99-2-%- reduction of copta.minants was obtained in the treat-

ment system effluent according to reports issued by the U.S. EPA.

2Zn inventoxy of drums was taken. Drums were repositioned and
segregated as to their contents - 1liguids,; solids, empties ( in condition to
be recycled), and uvnknowns. March 21, 1979, fiqures indicate a total of

17,051 drums, 11,200 of which were empty and unsaleable. These drums

‘were crushed and left in piles on the site. Of the remaiﬁing 5,851,




L S _ 2,854 contained solids, 1,846 contained liquids, 376 were empty, but in
condition to be recycled, and 775 were-unmarked. The number of drums with

a particular manufacturer's label was also noted when discernible.

I%ater and soil samples were taken during this time at various locations.
at or downstream from the site. Analytical work performed by Envi:.;onmental
:Cbnsul.tants, Inc. of New Albany, Indiana revealed detectaiale amounts of .

4 a wide variety of organic solven£s, heavy metals, and in one sample,

0.313 ppm' {wet -basis) PCB 1260. Additional samples were taken on April

18, 1979, by EPA pefsonnel- Twelve small trenches were dug and cofe s.ampl'es-
takén- Two of the dz;.cjs unearthed buried drums and 1n eight digs, liquids
were détected at a depth of 2;-3 fee£. These samples were analyzed by EPA's_

_ laboratory in Athen, Georg:.a for PCB's and pestlcz.des.' Chlorinated pesticides

'

‘were not found except for one smple in which 1.7 ug/l of 1,2,4-Trichloro-~-

benzene was detected- PCB's were detected in seven of the 10 sa.mples.

EPA and 0il and Eazardous Materials, Inc. left the site around March
20, 1979. Field personnel with the Divison of Hazardous Materials and
Waste Management maintained and still continue to maintain on a daily basis,

the ‘treatment system for the catch pond effluent. - : -

A total of 655.5 man hours were spent by the Division of Hazardous
Materials alone in direct suppoxt of the March clean-up activities. Costs,
including salaries, tra{rel, safety equipment and supplies, for the Depart-

ment total $7,163.23, with an addltlonal $1,121.28 spent on laboratory

analyses for a grand total of $8,284. 51.






